
 
 

 
 
 
 

Minutes of Meeting 
 

SESSA Annual General Meeting 
 

25 April 2006, Van der Walt Boardroom, Randburg 
 

Overview 
At the AGM held on 25 April 2006 at the society’s registered offices in Randburg, the 
Chairman, Dr. John Ledger, reported on the past year and noted milestones achieved.  The 
recent appointment of Van der Walt & Co. as the society’s secretariat had already proved 
beneficial.  The Chairman announced that SESSA will host the ISES Solar World Congress in 
2009 during October in Sandton.  This has been the culmination of several years of hard work 
and SESSA is looking forward to being the host.  The other areas covered will be published in 
the Chairman’s report in the next newsletter and also on the website (www.sessa.org.za). The 
finances of the society were reported to be in fair shape and with the SWC2009 commitment 
from Eskom the Society will be on a sound footing 

 

Opening and Welcome 
The chairperson Dr. John Ledger welcomed all present and thanked everybody for 
their time to attend the meeting. 
 
Apologies received were as follows: 
Kenneth Pedersen 
Prof. J Maryann Green 
Prof. Michael McPherson 
Glynn Morris 
Mike Mollatt 
Dawie Thirion 
Ryan Dearlove 
Tertius Lindenberg 
Denis van Es 
Will Cawood 
Willie Shermann 
 



Guest Speaker 
This year Prof. Vivian Albers from the department of Physics at the University of 
Johannesburg presented the new CIGS photovoltaic technology which has been in 
development under his guidance for many years.  There has been a great deal of interest in 
the technology from the international community and the latest developments in this regard 
were outlined in the presentation. The meeting congratulated Prof. Albers on his 
achievements.  The presentation by can be viewed on the SESSA website 
(www.sessa.org.za) 
 

Financial report 
The audited financial statements were presented by the Treasurer, Mr. John Adams.  In 
summary, SESSA’s financial status for the year was sound. 
 

Chairman’s report 
The Chairman tabled his report for 2005.  The report is available on the website. 

Presentation of Council members 
The new SESSA Council as elected by electronic ballot between the 3rd and 24th of April, was 
presented to the AGM.  They are: 
 

�  Mr. Cedric Worthmann  
�  Prof. Dieter Holm  
�  Mr. Jason Schäffler  
�  Ms. Jenny Knoetze  
�  Mr. Jim Hickey  
�  Mr. John Adams  
�  Dr. John Ledger 

And 
Regional representatives 

�  Mr. Ryan Dearlove (Western Cape)  
�  Mr. Will Cawood (KZN) 

 
Office bearers will be elected by the council at the next council meeting on the 31 May 2006. 
 

General 
The following general items were raised and debated by the meeting: 

·  SESSA needs to make its supportive stance on policies such as a feed-in-law heard 
·  Council should prepare a prioritised list of what must be done. 
·  Work must get underway to formalise the possibility of installation of Solar Water 

Heaters as part of electrical geyser replacements or repairs under insurance claims, 
this is currently not possible. 

·  Note was made of the upcoming DME Minister’s budget vote speech on 25th of May 
and the importance of SESSA’s participation in data collection for monitoring of the 
national renewable energy target. 

·  SESSA has always been in position to impress upon decision makers the need for 
proactive sustainable energy policies and needs to remain thus. 

·  The Minister and deputy minister are taking renewable energy seriously particularly 
given the Cape Town electricity supply crisis. 

·  Solar thermal power was noted as an option for South African electricity generation 
mix. 

 
The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 18:35. 


